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“The best preparation for loving the world at large is to cultivate an intimate 
friendship and affection towards those who are immediately about us.” ~Blessed 
John Henry Newman

Dear Parents,
Happy New Year, and Merry Last Days of Christmas!
During this time of year, many of us like to think about how we can 
improve and what resolutions will help us grow, and it just so happens I 
have some thoughts on how we as a community could grow closer.
A small community can be a beautiful thing in that everybody knows 
everybody. It can also be messy in that everybody knows everybody and 
tries not to hurt feelings, be “that person”, cause issues, etc. or, alternatively, 
small communities can suffer from misunderstandings or ill-feelings that 
are never resolved because there is so much history and no one is willing to 
take the first step.  
One of the things that can help shield small communities from these 
dangers is having the courage to speak to one another when we are upset or 
disagree. This can be difficult as it requires vulnerability of honesty. Done in 
a charitable manner, honest sharing should lead to mutual understanding 
and sensitivity if not total agreement.
Particularly as it relates to the parent/teacher relationship, but also in other 
relationships, I have noticed two common temptations in our community. 
Instead of going to the person with whom we have a concern, we often take 
one of two paths; gossip about it, or go straight to the administration. In 
both cases, we avoid the opportunity to grow in community with the other 
person. This situation leaves teachers, parents, staff,  administration, or the 
school at large without a knowledge of perceptions, concerns, or questions 
that might have come to resolution, but for the lack of dialogue that is 
fundamental to every relationship.
Jesus gives us a model for this when he says, “If your brother sins against 
you, go and tell him his fault, between you and him alone. If he listens to 
you, you have gained your brother. But if he does not listen, take one or two 
others along with you, that every charge may be established by the evidence 
of two or three witnesses. If he refuses to listen to them, tell it to the church” 
(Matthew 18:15-17). There is also that long standing kicker, “Do unto others 
as you would have them do to you” (6:31). Most of us would prefer to hear 
directly from someone who has a problem with our work rather than from 
our boss. That said, there is of course a time to bring administration in, even 
if it is to be present at the parent-teacher meeting.
In those instances where we have questions or concerns, I ask that you make 
the choice that grows community through dialogue and bridge building. 
The precious and fragile nature of real community that we all desire for this 
school will die without this gift of self in honest sharing. In closing, I invite 
the community to embrace this challenge for the new year, communicating 
with one another as directly as we may in the in the spirit of charity.
Omnia in excellentia, ad majorem Dei gloriam.
In Manibus Dei,
Mr. Rea

Calendar
Jan 14-
19

March For Life, Washington 
DC

Jan 16 All School Mass
Jan 17 Totus Tuus Thursday
Jan 18 Lunch Orders Due
Jan 21 NO SCHOOL/ MLK Jr. Day
Jan 23 PSAT 8/9th grade
Jan 24 Admissions Open House
Feb 2 Winter Social - Mardi Gras 

Masquerade (9th-12th)
Feb 5 Noon Dismissal/ Faculty 

Development
Feb 18 Lunch Orders Due
Feb 18-
22

Constitution Week

Feb 22 Grandparents Day
Mar 4-5 NO SCHOOL/ Mardi Gras 

Break
Mar 19 St. Joseph Feast Day

   From the Headmaster

Gavin Fernandez in the JV soccer game 
against Southland Christian. 

Varsity soccer stands at 7-2 on this season, JV 
soccer at 4-3
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Winter Social
The Prefect Council is hosting a Winter Social for all 
9th-12th graders in the JPG Refectory on Saturday, 
February 2 from 7:00-10:00 p.m. The theme this 
year is Mardi Gras Masquerade. Dress attire is 
semi-formal. Tickets will be on sale in the front 
office beginning on January 22. Tickets cost $15. 

Open House
Our next admissions open houses are Thursday, 
January 24 and Thursday, February 28. Tell your 
friends and family who are interested in attending 
John Paul the Great Academy next year!  All new 
families must attend an open house to begin the 
application process. 

To RSVP: contact Ms. Anna Angelle in the 
admissions office at aangelle@jpgacademy.org or 
337-889-5345

LEF Teacher
Nominees
Congratulations to 
Mr. Eric Stromer 
and Mrs. Dana 
Stromer! They were 
both presented 
with their pin and 
ribbon for being 
nominated for the 2018-2019 LEF Teacher of 
the Year! JPG is so grateful to have dedicated 
teachers who go above and beyond to show they 
care for our students! We are extra blessed to have 
this married couple living out their vocation as an 
example to our students each day.

March For Life
Please pray for our faculty members, seminarians, 
priests, and Upper 
School students 
attending the March 
for Life Pilgrimage 
next week. They 
depart on Monday, 
January 14 and 
return on Saturday, January 19. We are continually 
proud of our pilgrims for promoting a culture of life 
in Washington, D.C. and in their everyday life. 
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We now have 10 vacant hours (E) in our
Adoration Chapel. To become a committed adorer or to fill an 

hour temporarily contact Maureen Herrera at 
mherrera@jpgacademy.org

BLOOD DRIVE EVENT
eEVEEventyFebruary 4th-16th

Benefitting Trent Meche 
*must mention John Paul the Great at donation

Visit Our Lady of Lourdes Blood Donor Center 
4809 Ambassador Caffery Pkwy., Ste. 360 

Phone: (337) 470-4483  
M-F 8:00 am-5:00 pm, Sat. 8:00 am-12:00 pm

Donation Type Credit Amount
Whole Blood $15.00 - $27.00

2 Red Blood Cells    $30.00 - $54.00

Platelets & Concurrent Products $30.00 - $54.00+

All blood donated in the schools name will help reduce medical expenses
for those within our school community.

January Servant leader
This month we highlight Mrs. Tiffany 
Myers as the January Servant Leader. 
In the chaos of the Christmas season, 
while caring for her own seven 
children, Mrs. Tiffany still finds time 
to serve you, our families, throughout 
the entire re-enrollment process. 
She is always available for questions and help when 
ever it’s needed. If through this past Christmas season, 
you forgot to re-enroll your students, no worries! Mrs. 
Tiffany is still there, ready to help you! 

Re-Enrollment Payment Deadline: January 17, 2019

Winter Sports
Our winter sports are well under way! The 
basketball and soccer teams have been working 
hard these last couple weeks. Here are some 
highlights. Go Guardians!



January 2019 Guardian 4

John Paul the Great Academy

@jpgacademy

Advent at JPG

Students welcomed 
the Christmas break by 

spreading Christmas 
Cheer in their festive 

holiday sweaters!

Christmas cheer


